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Dr. Pramod Varma is the CTO of EkStep, a not-for-profit creating learner-centric,
technology enabled platform aiming to provide learning opportunities to 200 million
children in India. He continues to be the Chief Architect of Aadhaar, India’s digital
identity program that has successfully covered more than 1.2 billion people in a short
span of 7 years. In addition, he helped architect various India Stack layers such as eSign,
Digital Locker, and Unified Payment Interface (UPI) all of which are now working at
population scale in India.

He joined UIDAI in 2009 as part of the founding team and has been pivotal in ensuring
an open, scalable, and secure architecture is built to meet the needs of Aadhaar project.
He is an advisor to National Payment Corporation (NPCI), Goods and Services Tax
Network (GSTN), Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), and helps with many
digital public infrastructure initiatives. He regularly speaks at technology conferences
and is part of advisory groups of various national projects from time to time.

Pramod holds a Master’s and Ph.D. degree in Computer Science along with a second
Master’s in Applied Mathematics and has more than 25 years in the software industry
building massively scalable systems. His main areas of interest are Internet scale
distributed architectures and intelligent systems. He is passionate about technology,
science, society, and teaching.




